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that Mr. Gladstone alluded to on the gth ofNov : & that he should
redeem the pledge he then gave to appeal for greater power for
maintaining order in Ireland ?
The Queen wishes Mr. Gladstone to communicate her opinion
to the Cabinet.
711   (Copy)    Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
DOWNING STREET. Nov. 24. 1880.
Mr. Gladstone presents his humble duty to Your Majesty and
reports that he has at once sent round to his colleagues Your
Majesty's letter on legislation for Ireland. . . .
712                  Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. Nov. 26. 1880.
. . . The Queen will be vy anxious to hear further details ab*
Ireland from Mr. Gladstone, & wld be glad if Mr. Forster1 wld also
attend the Council so that she cld see him.
713   (Copy)    Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
DOWNING STREET. Dec. 13. 1880.
Mr. Gladstone . , , reports that the Cabinet met this day to hear
Mr. Forster report on the state of Ireland, and to consider whether
it called for any and what resolution on the part of Your Majesty's
advisers. Mr. Forster described the increase of offences, especially
of what may be called violent intimidation, and the increasing
disposition of the people, over a widening area, to give way to the
pressure of the Land League and to join its ranks. The least un-
satisfactory feature of the case is that offences affecting life do
not increase, being indeed, as Mr. Gladstone believes, below the
limit of last year : but then a considerable number of individuals
amounting now to 120 are under the special protection of the
police.
These are in certain cases reluctant to serve as jurors, and there
are other indications, which tend to show how far the better part
of the Irish people are from yet having attained to the habits of a
free and self-reliant community ; this, though not one of the most
observed, is not the least painful part of the case for such habits
cannot be imparted by laws nor can the lack of them be supplied
by the action of the State.
1 Chief Secretary.